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• The New Jersey Student Learning Assessments                   
( NJSLA)  are designed to:

• Measures student mastery of New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
(NJSLS) along a continuum from total lack of skill to excellence

• The New Jersey Student Learning Standards:
• Define what students are expected to learn in each content area at 

each grade level 

• Foundation on which districts build curriculum and plan instruction. 



STANDARDIZED ASSESSMENT

State and federal laws require states to administer 
assessments aligned to state standards and the results must 
be valid, reliable, and comparable statewide

New Jersey has administered standardized statewide assessments 
since 1978



NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING ASSESSMENT 
(NJSLA) 

• NJSLA – ELA (English Language Arts)
• Focuses on reading and comprehending a range of sufficiently complex texts 

independently and writing effectively when using and/or analyzing sources. 

• NJSLA –Math
• Focuses on applying skills and concepts, understanding multi-step problems that 

require abstract reasoning, and modeling real-world problems with precision, 
perseverance, and strategic use of tools. 

• NJSLA – Science (Fifth Grade)
• Focuses on tasks that examine students’ performance of scientific and 

engineering practices in the context of crosscutting concepts and disciplinary 
core ideas. The three-dimensional nature of the standards requires complex 
test questions and tasks. 



NJSLA DATA 

• District Summary of Schools

• District Performance Level Summary 

• Content Standard Roster

• Evidence Statement Analysis 













EXAMPLES OF  
MATH ACTION PLANS

 BASED ON NJSLA DATA ANALYSIS







2023 
NJSLA SCORES



2023 NJSLA 
GRADE-LEVEL OUTCOMES

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS (ELA)

Grade Count of 
Valid 
Test 

Scores 

Level 1 

Not Yet 
Meeting 

Expectations 

Level 2 

Partially Met 
Expectations 

Level 3

Approached 
Expectations

Level 4 

 Met 
Expectations 

Level 5  

Exceeded 
Expectations 

District 
%  Level 

4 +
 Level 5

NJ % 
Level 4 

+Level 5 

3 98 0% 
 

3.1 %     
(3)

18.4%
 (18)

62.2% 
(61)

16.3%      
(16 )

78.6%
(77)

41.9%

4 103 1%          
(1)

1% 
(1)

9.7%
(9)

35.9%
 (37)

52.4%   
(54)

88.3%
(91)

51.3%

5 85 0% 2.4% 
(2)

5.9% 
(5)

58.8% 
(50)

32.9%   
(28) 

91.8%
(78)

53.3%

6 111 0.9%       
(1)

0.9% 
(1)

8.1%
 (9)

34.2% 
(38)

55.9%  
(62) 

90.1%
(100)

49% 



2023 NJSLA 
GRADE-LEVEL OUTCOMES

MATHEMATICS 
Grade Count 

of Valid 
Test 

Scores 

Level 1 

Not Yet 
Meeting 

Expectations 

Level 2 

Partially Met 
Expectations 

Level 3

Approached 
Expectations

Level 4 

 Met 
Expectation

Level 5  

Exceeded 
Expectation

District 
%    

Level 4 
+

 Level 5

NJ % 
Level 4 

+   
Level 5 

3 98 0% 0% 21.4% 
(21)

59.2% 
(58)

19.4%
(19) 

78.6%
(77)

45.9%

4 103 1%          
(1)

4.9% 
(5)

21.4% 
(22)

60.2% 
(52)

12.6% 
(13) 

72.8%
(75)

44.4%

5 85 0% 2.4% 
(2)

24.7% 
(21)

63.5% 
(54)

9.4% 
(8)

72.9%
(62)

40% 

6 111 0% 4.5% 
(5)

29.7% 
(33)

51.4% 
(57)

14.4%    
(16)

65.8%  
(73)

34.3% 



2023 NJSLA 
GRADE-LEVEL OUTCOMES

SCIENCE 

Grade Count 
of Valid 

Test 
Scores 

Level 1 

Below 
Proficient

Level 2 

Near 
Proficiency

Level 3

Proficient

Level 4 

 Advanced 
Proficient 

District 
%    

Level 3 
+

 Level 4

NJ % 
Level 3 

+   
Level 4 

5 85 8.2%         
(7)

37.6%    
(32)

43.5% 
(37)

10.8% 
(9)

54.1%
(46)

26.8%



Cohort Comparisons Across Grade Levels

(Percent of Students who Met or Exceeded Grade 
Level Expectations)



Current Grade Level – 5th 

English Language Arts 

Grade Did Not 
Meet 

Expectations

Partially Met 
Expectations

Approached 
Expectations

Met 
Expectation

Exceeded 
Expectation

Total Met + 
Exceeded

3
(104)

1.9%                        
(2)              

4.8%                 
(5)

15.4%                
(16)

55.8%    
(58) 

22.1%     
(23)

77.9%    
(81)

4              
(103)

1%                
(1)

1%                     
(1)

9.7%            
(10)

35.9%              
(37)

52.4%            
(54)

88.3%   
(91)

Mathematics 

Grade Did Not 
Meet 

Expectations

Partially Met 
Expectations

Approached 
Expectations

Met 
Expectation

Exceeded 
Expectation

Total Met + 
Exceeded

3                     
(104)

0% 2.9%                    
(3)

15.4%              
(16)

51%               
(53)

30.8%                
(32)

81.8%  
(85)

4          
(103)

1%              
(1)

4.9%          
(5)

21.4%        
(22)

60.2%       
(62)

12.6%     
(13)

72.8%  
(75)



Current Grade Level – 6th 

English Language Arts 

Grade Did Not 
Meet 

Expectations

Partially Met 
Expectations

Approached 
Expectations

Met 
Expectation

Exceeded 
Expectation

Met 
+Exceeded 

3         
(84) NJSLA Was Not Administered (Pandemic) 

4              
(84)

0%                2%                     
(1)

10.7%            
(9)

42.9%              
(36)

45.2%            
(38)

88.1%  
(74) 

5              
(85)

0% 2.4%           
(2)

5.9%                    
(5)

58.8%            
(50)

32.9%           
(28)

91.7%  
(78)

Mathematics 

Grade Did Not 
Meet 

Expectations

Partially Met 
Expectations

Approached 
Expectations

Met 
Expectation

Exceeded 
Expectation

Met + 
Exceeded 

4                     
(84)

0% 7.1%                    
(6)

22.6%              
(19)

64.3%               
(54)

6%                
(5)

70.3%  
(59)

5           
(85)

0%              2.4%          
(2)

24.7%        
(21)

63.5%       
(54)

9.4%        
(8)

72.9%  
(62)



Current Grade Level – 7th 

English Language Arts 

Grade Did Not 
Meet 

Expectations

Partially Met 
Expectations

Approached 
Expectations

Met 
Expectation

Exceeded 
Expectation

Met + 
Exceeded 

3 & 4    
(110)

NJSLA Was Not Administered (Pandemic) 

5              
(110)

0%                2.7%                     
(3)

10%            
(11)

55.5%              
(61)

31.8%            
(35)

87.3%  
(96)

6              
(111)

.9%              
(1)

.9%           
(1)

8.1%                    
(9)

34.2%            
(38)

55.9%           
(62)

90.1%  
(100)

Mathematics 

Grade Did Not 
Meet 

Expectations

Partially Met 
Expectations

Approached 
Expectations

Met 
Expectation

Exceeded 
Expectation

Met + 
Exceeded 

5                    
(110)

0% 8.2%                    
(9)

25.5%              
(28)

56.4%               
(62)

10%                
(11)

66,4%  
(73)

6           
(111)

0%              4.5%          
(5)

29.7%        
(33)

51.4%       
(57)

14.4%        
(16)

65.8%  
(73)



Data from the NJSLA  is only one piece of the puzzle. A more complete 
picture of each student’s achievement is obtained from the following: 

• Criterion referenced tests 

• Students’ daily interactions with teachers and classroom 
participation/performance

•  Mastery of grade level concepts/standards as measured by unit and teacher 
developed tests 

• Application of knowledge to solve novel problems during project based learning



ADDITIONAL STUDENT INFORMATION THAT INFORMS 
INSTRUCTION/CURRICULUM

• Measurement of Academic Progress (MAP)

• IXL Math

• XtraMath

• Moby Max (Math) 

• Study Island 

• AimsWeb (Grades K-2)

• Achieve 3000 (Lexile Scores)

• Reading A-Z  (Scores by Standards)

• NoRedink (writing assessments – Grade 6)

• Houghton-Mifflin Unit Tests

• Unit Tests in Everyday Math

• Teacher Made Classroom Assessments 



SCHOOL BASED INTERVENTIONS

• Math Quest:  Additional time provided for math review, reinforcement, and extension 
during homeroom periods 

• MAP Accelerator 
• Developed by Khan Academy

• Provides an individualized learning path based on each students academic profile.  

• Provides lessons, instructional videos practice problems tailored to each students individualized 
learning path.

• Fact Lab 

• Review and reinforcement of math concepts in Science and Technology

• Weekly team meetings as a grade level focused on intervention work/data analysis

• Continuous progress monitoring (MAP, Title I, ATP, IXL, classroom performance)

• Professional Development for Teachers to increase knowledge base of research based 
best practices in Math



INDIVIDUAL STUDENT ACTION PLAN

• Differentiated instruction within classroom

• Referral to Intervention and Referral Committee

• Enrollment in Academic Tutorial Program and/or Title 1 
Tutoring Program

• Referral for Child Study Team Evaluation



RESOURCES FOR PARENTS

• To view samples of NJSLA Tests: 
https://nj.mypearsonsupport.com/practice-tests/ 
https://nj.mypearsonsupport.com/ForParent/

• Link to NJSLA School Interpretation Guide for Parents: 
https://www.nj.gov/education/assessment/resources/

https://nj.mypearsonsupport.com/practice-tests/
https://nj.mypearsonsupport.com/ForParent/
https://www.nj.gov/education/assessment/resources/
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